
68TH CONGRESS I HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 5 REPORT
2d Session V t No. 1448

COMMISSION TO PRESCRIBE THE POWERS AND COMPEN-
SATION OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS

FEBRUARY 11, 1925.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 379311

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred S. 3793,
after consideration, report favorably thereon and recommend that
the bill do pass.

This bill authorizes the appointment of seven commissioners by
the Court of Claims who shall have and perform, in general, the same
powers and duties as pertain to masters in chancery.
The act provides that all appointments made thereunder shall

cease and determine three years after the date of its approval by the
President.

This legislation is needed in order to relieve the congestion of the
docket of the Court of Claims. The following quotation from a
letter received from the Attorney General on April 25, 1924, addressed
to the chairman of the Judiciary Committee, gives some idea of the
amount of litigation before the court:

Number of cases filed and number of contested cases disposed of

Total
number
cases filed

Total
number of
contested
cases dis-
posed of

Number of
contested
war eases
disposed of

Year ending June 30-
1921 
1922 
1923  

July 1, 1923, to Mar. 11, 1924 

324
276

1,393
743

129
184
181
175

33
40
69
96

NOTE.—These figures do not represent the total number of all cases disposed of, but only those which
were contested. In other words, they do not include class cases disposed of on authority of a test case, Or
cases dismissed for want of prosecution, or other reasons outside the realm of litigation.
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Number of cases pending and amounts claimed

Date Cases
pending

Amounts
claimed

July 1,1921 733 $197,316,447. 07
July 1, 1922 747 305,067,654. 79
July 1, 1923 1,957 1, 346,659,392. 71
Mar. 11, 1924 2,300 1, 774,847,673. 35

NOTE.—The amount claimed must be differentiated from the amount involved, inasmuch as many of
the pending cases may be determinative of other cases not yet filed. The above statement is not, there-
fore, conclusive evidence of the monetary importance of pending litigation.

This congestion, of course, necessitates delay in the disposition of cases, and
where interest is allowable such delay assumes a position of pecuniary impor-
tance. In a recent case in which judgment was rendered in favor of claimant
for just compensation for oil which had been requisitioned, the court held, under
the decision of the Seaboard Air Line Railway case (261 U. S. 299), that claimant
was entitled to interest amounting to over $200,000: In view of the inhibition
of section 177 of the Judicial Code the department contends that the hold in
the Seaboard Air Line case is not applicable to the Court of Claims, and this
point will be decided in the Brooks-Scanlon case, which is now awaiting the
decision of the Supreme Court. If it be finally held that interest is allowable
even where the code is apparently to the contrary, it will be to the advantage of
the Government to obtain decisions as soon as possible in such cases in order to
stop the running of interest.

There are other cases, of course, in which the court must allow interest, namely,
those brought under contracts expressly providing therefor and those brought
for the refund of taxes. Under section 1324 of the revenue act of 1921 (42 Stat.
L. 316) and section 177 of the Judicial Code as amended interest is allowed.
There are a great many tax cases now pending in the Court of Claims, and
assuming, for the purpose of illustration, that claimant will secure judgment for
the amount claimed, interest is now accruing in one case at the rate of over $1,200
per day and in one other case at the rate of approximately $400 per day. For
this reason alone suits of this character should be expedited.

It should be observed that the amounts claimed as indicated in
the above statement do not adequately express the total amount
involved, as many of these cases are test cases involving many others
in which the same questions of fact and law arise.

Claims have been paid on judgments recently rendered where the
interest included amounted to approximately half a million dollars.
It will therefore be seen that this legislation will be to the financial
advantage of the Government.
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